
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

1 July 2022  
 

Vision Statement 
Our Vision:  Kearnan College is a nurturing, Co-educational PK - 12 Catholic community, dedicated to recognizing the gifts 

and talents of every individual inspiring them to reach their full potential. 

Important Dates:  
 

Monday 18 July Pupil Free Day  

Tuesday 19 July  Students return  

Tuesday 26 July  Year 9 BRLA (Practise Test) 

Wed 27 July  Year 10 Cert student’s 1St Aid Course  

Thursday 28 July  Year 10 Cert student’s 1St Aid Course  

 Year 5 BRLA (Practice Test) 

 Year 3 BRLA (Practice Test) 
 

 

Dear parents and caregivers,  
 

As we prepare ourselves for the holiday break, I take this opportunity to thank you for your focused support to Kearnan 
College staff and especially your own children this past Term. It has been a pleasure to welcome all families back onto the 
school grounds and into classrooms and attendance at assemblies has been outstanding.  
 

Fr Edwin is so incredibly grateful for the thoughtfulness of our school community and your generosity to donate funds 
towards the rebuilding of his family home in the Philippines. The students and staff were very touched and appalled by the 
devastation caused by the typhoons and monsoonal rains which impacted Fr Edwin’s town and family home.  
Generous donations from students, parents and staff raised an extraordinary amount of $ 2209. 
 

Mr Kevin Bennet and his Year 8 Maths class raised $209 alone, which they converted into 6,300 Philippine pesos to present 
to Fr Edwin as he goes on leave on July 6 to help rebuild his family home. Such generosity will be greatly rewarded and is 
very much appreciated.  
 

GRIT day was a huge success today, for students, staff and parents who supported them. We were so excited for this day to 
arrive! A day of endurance and it is all about resilience. It was unusually ‘dry’ but students did get down and dirty. They were 
surprisingly challenged. 
 

How marvellous to see so many parents who came to support their child with great encouragement from the sidelines, with 
some courageous parents running the course alongside. Fun dress and fancy costumes were the order of the day. Thanks to 
the Tigers Football Club who permitted our students to use their facilities on the day.  
 

Uniform changes to our College sport uniform is quite urgent, we have run out of stock and the material required to make 
them is no longer available. The uniform committee will meet in week one of Term Three to discuss the style, colour, and 
fabric to replace the depleted stocks of our current one. I am advising parents that we will transition to one sport uniform 
from Year 1 – Year 12 as the future preferred uniform for students. The new uniform will become available for viewing when 
the final decision has been made.   
 

The new black jacket we are promoting, but not compulsory, for extra warmth during winter will arrive soon, you are advised 
to pre-order and purchase the jacket through the uniform shop. You are welcome to view these on request.  
 

Goodbye and Good Luck to Mrs Mills. We wish Tess and Denham every joy and happiness for a healthy and safe delivery of 
their expected bub in August.    
 

Semester Two staff changes will welcome Miss Ashleigh Madeley as our new Year 5 teacher who replaces Mrs Mills while 
she takes maternity leave. Mrs Jogi will continue in her Secondary role, and we welcome back Mrs Wiseman in her new 
support role on the primary campus.  
 

It is with great sadness that Debra Sayce writes to inform us of the passing of RSM Sr Joan Buckham. Sr Joan was a member 
of the Sisters of Mercy Australia and Papua New Guinea and a stalwart of Catholic Education Western Australia.  She was a 



former Deputy Director of Catholic Education WA and was 
a member of the Catholic Education Commission of 
Western Australia.  
 

Sr Joan served Catholic Education Western Australia for 
many decades teaching at both primary and secondary 
levels, enjoying three principalships. She leaves behind an 
indelible mark on our system and everyone who knew her. 
Eternal rest grant unto Sr Joan, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. May she rest in peace. 
 

NAIDOC Week this year will be held during the week of 3 - 
10 July. This year's theme is: "Get Up! Stand Up! Show Up! 
Aboriginal people have a proud history of getting up, 
standing up, and showing up. From the frontier wars and 
earliest resistance fighters to their Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities fighting for change today—
they continue to show up. Now is their time. They cannot 
afford to lose momentum for change. 
 

Kearnan College will commemorate a special day in Week 
One of Term Three to honour the traditional owners of this 
Noongar land on which we live and learn, with the 
possibility of a liturgy and class-based activities to raise 
awareness in keeping with our curriculum focus.  
 

Thank you all for your continued support to the Kearnan 
College community. You are very much appreciated and 
valued members of our school. 
 

God bless 
 

Carol Geurts  
Principal  
carol.geurts@cewa.edu.au 

SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

End of Semester! 
What a busy finish we have had at the College this semester 
with a flurry of sporting carnivals, Year 10 Pathways Day, 
the delivery of Semester One reports and the amazing GRIT 
day! 
 

Year 10 Pathways Day 
Last Tuesday I had the pleasure of spending the entire day 
with all the Year 10 students to conduct our first session 
regarding pathway options to navigate course selections in 
Year 11 and 12. Students learnt about the three pathway 
options, along with the numerous course options available 
at the College. Current Kearnan students spoke about their 
subject choices and what skills are essential to experience 
success. Students also used the ‘My Future’ website to 
research prospective employment options where they 
completed their own profile to see suitable jobs for their 
interests and strengths. We were very lucky to have 
Kearnan graduate, Anthony Ellis come share his story about 
an ATAR path and what third year Engineering is like at 
university. Anthony stressed the importance to follow your 
strengths, develop quality relationship and communication 
skills and to seek out and embrace new opportunities in 
life. 

 

Yesterday Ms Smithin and I spoke to the Year 10’s about 
Manjimup and Bunbury TAFE enrollment options. Students 
should consider and perhaps complete some more 
research regarding these options over the holidays to 
ensure that they enroll as soon as they open to ensure that 
they secure a placement. 
 

All Year 10 students and families are requested to attend 
the 2023 Year 11 Course information night on Monday 
Week 3 ~ 1 August. More details will be available at the 
start of Term Three. 
 

High Schools Cup Netball & 9/10 Winter Carnival 
Our winning boys team from the Bunbury qualifier travelled 
to challenge the city teams in the Elimination Day at 
Fremantle. Under the guidance of Mr Mason and Mrs 
Burvill, the Junior boys team played exceptionally well 
winning 5 out of 6 games. Not even the guest appearances 
from former Head Students Reilly Burvill and Denby 
Murphy was enough to get the boys over the line. 
Unfortunately, this second place means that Kearnan was 
eliminated and did not progress through to the finals. 
 
Wednesday this week all Year 9 and 10 students travelled 
to Bunbury to compete in the annual Winter Carnival. 
Competing in Soccer, Basketball and Netball all students 
enjoyed the day of competition and physical activity. Boys 
Soccer had a tough day, being unable to clutch a win, while 
the Girls Soccer competed in A grade gallantly recording 1 
win, 2 draws and 2 losses. The Boys Basketball suffered 
some late exclusions but rallied to record a 1-4 record for 
the day. The final two Girls Netball teams played with spirit 
to combine for a 6-3 result. A massive thank you goes to the 
staff who coached, organised and attended the day, Mrs 
Amanda Fialkowski, Miss Laura Pintaudi, Mrs Megan 
Burvill, Mr Julian Ure and Mr Riley Mason. 
 

Semester One Top Achievers 
Last Friday, the College celebrated student academic 
success by awarding top students for each subject in Year 7 
to 10. Students in Year 11 and 12 were awards certificates 
of academic excellence if they achieved over 75% in a 
Semester One course. All winners should be congratulated 
for their hard work, dedication and commitment to 
achieving excellence. 
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Semester One Reports 
All students are encouraged to read their Semester One 
report and reflect, with support from parents, to honestly 
evaluate their application and performance to their 
education. The College’s core business is to deliver the 
curriculum and it is vital that students commit to the 
process of education and utilise the expertise of teaching 
staff. For the many students who will receive an 
outstanding set of results, I commend you for your 
diligence and determination to do well. Reports will be 
issued today via the SEQTA platform, with requested hard 
copies being sent in the post. If parents would like to 
request a mid-year interview to discuss academic progress, 
please email the relevant teacher to arrange a suitable time 
and mode (face to face, phone call etc). Please make this a 
priority to book within the first two weeks of Term Three. 
 

Finally, I wish all students and families a restful break for 
the next two weeks. This semester has continued to throw 
challenges at all of us and many around the College are in 
need of some rest and rejuvenation. Term Three will be an 
exciting one that has many opportunities for students, 
while the Year 12’s head into their final 10 weeks of 
school….EVER! 
 

“Don’t downgrade your dream. Upgrade your attitude, 
discipline and skills” 
 

Mr Aaron Pedlar 
Head of Secondary 
aaron.pedlar@cewa.edu.au 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Well done to everyone for getting to the end of a busy term, 
which saw many students and some staff missing days of 
school due to illness. Despite this, our students have done 
some wonderful learning and made pleasing gains. Thanks 
to our parents who have been vigilant in keeping sick 
children home and the teachers for catching students up on 
their content and keeping the learning going.  
 

Reports 
These have been released electronically via SEQTA and for 
those families who have asked for hard copies, they will 
have the reports in envelopes, packed safely in homework 
folders. Please note that the grading of your child is 
completed at this point in time, halfway through the school 
year. If your child awarded a C grade, it means that he/she 
is working at the expected level of achievement for that 
year level.  
 

Welcome 
In the last weeks of this Term, we have welcomed Braxton 
Bachos (Year 4) Lilly O’Donnell (Kindy) and Troy McAllister 
(Year 5). These students have settled in beautifully and are 
very welcome additions to our Kearnan community.  
 

Maths Olympiad 
Eleven clever mathematicians from Years 5 and 6 have 
completed their third Maths Olympiad this year. The team 
consisting of Ayden Terrigno, Ainsley O’Donnell, Rylie 
McGinty, Iluka Pearce, Ava Pardini, Torre Renzullo, Noah 
Murphy, Benjamin Matenaar, Tessa Bendotti Vander-Spil, 
Heidi Grainger and Chace Watson, have worked hard to 
solve complex word problems that require a strong 
knowledge across all Mathematics strands. They continue 
to meet regularly and share their strategies of how they 
came to each answer, demonstrating varied skills amongst 
the different individuals. They make a formidable team. 
 

Year 1 Assembly 
Last week we were treated to a wonderful array of 
entertainment from the talented Year 1 class. They told us 
the story of “Giraffe’s Can’t Dance” and sang to us a song 
which had everyone’s feet tapping! The backdrop was full 
of their amazing writing, which showed how clever they are 
becoming with their sentence construction and genre 
structure. Mrs Omodei, Mrs Jacob and Mrs Ramiro are so 
proud of you. Well done, Year 1’s!!  

 
 

 

Best Wishes to Mrs Mills 
We finish our Junior School term by wishing Tess and 
Denham every blessing as they await the arrival of their 
baby. We thank Mrs Mills for her many years of classroom 
work, which included being our Sport teacher for some 
time. Tess is always full of energy around our school and we 
hope that all that energy will hold her in good stead for her 
new job of motherhood. We hope she enjoys her time at 
home on Parental Leave and look forward to seeing her visit 
next term to introduce her new addition.  
 

Term Three 
Next term, we will welcome back Mrs Wiseman who 
returns from leave and welcome Miss Ashleigh Madeley to 
Kearnan College, who cannot wait to begin her time in Year 
5!  
 

Hoping everyone has a well-earned break. We look forward 
to seeing our student’s smiling faces back to commence 
Term Three on Tuesday 19 July. There are lots of wonderful 
things ahead! 
  

Thought of the Week 
Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the 
quiet voice at the end of the day saying, ‘I will try again 
tomorrow.’ - Mary Anne Radmacher 
 

Happy holidays, 
 
Mrs Peta Barton  
Head of Junior School 
peta.barton1@cewa.edu.au  

 
Kindy class studying biology by 
growing black garlic  

 
 

 PARISH NEWS  

PARISH MASS TIMES 

DATE St Joseph’s Manjimup Sacred Heart 
Pemberton  

2.7.22 6.00 pm    

3.7.22  10.30 am 8.30 am  

9.7.22 6.00 pm    

10.7.22 8.30 am  10.30 am 
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