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INTRODUCTION

Dear Students
In 2021, you will enter Year 11. It is important to read all of the information in this handbook carefully and
approach relevant teachers in seeking clarification. It is important that you are aware of all the options which
are available to you in order to maximise your success. Advice matters!
Year 11 enables you to make choices in relation to your courses and pursue different pathways which are
suitable and appropriate to both your interests and academic abilities. It is important that your choices
reflect these interests and abilities.
During Year 10, you have undertaken your “training program” for Senior School success, becoming familiar
with the structures and requirements of Senior School, along with the additional workloads and semester
assessments. You should, by now, have established effective study routines and work habits which will hold
you in good stead for Years 11 and 12.
This handbook contains relevant information and links for students entering Year 11 in 2021. There is a range
of support available for students to assist in planning for your short and longer term future. While course
offerings make up the bulk of the material contained within this book, general information regarding the
WACE, University and TAFE pathways is also provided in order to assist both students and parents in making
informed choices.

Heidi Tempra
Head of Secondary
5 August 2020
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GENERAL INFORMATION

What happens after Year 10?
Upon entering Year 11, students are well into their journey in Senior School. The most important decision
for these students is regarding a PATHWAY SELECTION.
Essentially, there are two main pathways for students to consider:
a) ATAR Pathway – for students aspiring to attend university DIRECTLY and achieve an ATAR ranking.
In Western Australia, there are four public universities (University of Western Australia, Murdoch
University, Curtin University and Edith Cowan University) and one private Catholic university (University
of Notre Dame Australia). Each university has its own admission requirements, but generally selection is
based upon students achieving an appropriate ATAR score. University study generally leads to the
achievement of a Bachelors degree in an area of study. Most universities offer alternative entry options;
however, the most direct route to university entry is usually via an ATAR pathway.
b) General Pathway – for students considering vocational education or employment. University can
still be considered.
Further training is available through the five TAFE Colleges, two metropolitan and three regional colleges,
which offer almost 1000 qualifications via various campuses across Western Australia. Courses can also
be undertaken via correspondence. This training generally leads to the achievement of a Certificate or
Diploma. Other employment or further study options include traineeships, apprenticeships, further
study at independent colleges or employment in a wide range of industries.

What decisions do parents and students need to make?
The most fundamental decision which parents, students and the College need to make is to decide what
program of study will lead to success.
Students need to ask themselves:

•
•
•
•

What career or course would I like to pursue?
Do I want to go into the workforce, to training or to university?
What are my options when I leave school?
What prerequisites do I need to get there?
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FREQUENTLY USED TERMS
ATAR – Australian Tertiary admission Rank
COURSE – The area of study that the student wishes to pursue. For example: English, Mathematics, Certificate
II in Business
ENDORSED PROGRAMS – Endorsed programs provide access to areas of learning typically not covered by
courses, and can contribute to students’ WACE requirements. Endorsed programs can be delivered in a
variety of settings by schools, training organisations and workplaces.
OLNA – Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment
SCSA – School Curriculum and Standards Authority
TISC – Tertiary Institutions Service Centre
VET – Vocational Education and Training in schools engages students in work-related learning built on
strategic partnerships between schools, registered training organisations, business, industry and the wider
community. Completion of VET qualifications provides students with credit towards a nationally recognised
vocational qualification within the Australian Qualifications Framework. A broad range of post-school
vocational options and pathways are available through VET studies.
WACE – Western Australian Certificate of Education (presented at the successful completion of courses at
the end of Year 12).
WASSA – Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement
UNIT – The year level and semester of study.
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PATHWAYS
TRAINING /
WORKFORCE BOUND
(General Pathway)

UNIVERSITY
BOUND
(ATAR / General
Pathway)

MINIMUM OLNA
STANDARD
OBTAINED

MINIMUM OLNA
STANDARD
OBTAINED

YEAR 12
AT LEAST 4 ATAR
COURSES

YEAR 12
AT LEAST 5 GENERAL
COURSES AND/OR
ATAR COURSES OR
EQUIVILANT

Achievement standards
/breadth and depth
requirements met (see page 8)

Achievement standards
/breadth and depth
requirements met (see page 8)

YEAR 12
ATAR EXAMS &
WACE ATTAINMENT

YEAR 12
ATAR EXAMS &
WACE OR WASSA
ATTAINMENT

ATAR

UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY

MINIMUM OLNA
STANDARD
DESIRABLE

YR 11/12
GENERAL COURSES
AND CERTIFICATE

WACE OR WASSA
ATTAINMENT

EMPLOYMENT /
FURTHER TRAINING

It is strongly recommended that students
aiming for university entrance select an ATAR
pathway in Years 11 & 12, although there are
other pathways to university, including
enabling courses and portfolio entry.
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Year 11
Enrolment in Year 11 requires a selection of either General or ATAR courses. As with Year 10, there is an
increase in complexity and workload for students. Students must be clear in their commitment to their
studies and, if they are aiming to undertake an ATAR pathway, they should review their extra-curricular
commitments – including part time work and sporting teams.
All Year 11 students must take six courses – this maximises their opportunity to meet WACE requirements.
Students who have good study habits are more likely to succeed; those who have struggled to meet
deadlines or complete work in Middle School and/or Year 10 are unlikely to suddenly develop the necessary
skills.

Literacy and Numeracy Standard
It is become compulsory for students to meet a minimum literacy and numeracy standard, in order to achieve
a West Australian Certificate of Education (WACE). This standard equates to Band 8 or higher in Year 9
NAPLAN. Students who achieve the minimum standard through NAPLAN testing need do nothing further to
meet this requirement, and this information is automatically recorded by the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority.
Students who have not met the minimum standard through NAPLAN in Year 9 are required to sit the Online
Literacy and Numeracy Test (OLNA) in Year 10 in all or some of the areas of Reading, Writing and Numeracy.
Students will have up to six opportunities to meet the standard through the OLNA, two per year, from Year
10 to Year 12. The OLNA is held in March and September of each school year.
Students who do not meet the minimum requirement, or elect not to sit the OLNA, will not be eligible to
receive a WACE, instead they will receive a WASSA (WA Statement of Student of Achievement) and a
statement of their results from the College. In short, for students to obtain a WACE, they must meet the
minimum standard through either Year 9 NAPLAN or the OLNA.
Schools receive a report detailing the categories of achievement for each student for each component of the
OLNA. In addition, schools will receive information identifying general concepts that they may focus on in
order to support improved student achievement in the OLNA. Further information on OLNA is available on
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) website:
http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna

Students who wish to undertake ATAR courses in Year 11 and 12,
should have met the minimum literacy standard (either through
NAPLAN or OLNA) prior to entry into Year 11.
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Examinations
All students in Year 11 who are studying ATAR courses will undertake examinations in both first and second
semester. Students completing General and Foundation courses are required sit Externally Set Tasks, as per
SCSA requirements as part of their assessments.
Students choosing a General pathway usually complete work placement during examination periods.

Courses
Students seeking to enter university after Year 12 should undertake an ATAR pathway and usually select
between four to six ATAR courses in Year 11. It is possible to select a certificate course or a general course
within an ATAR pathway. The minimum number of ATAR courses required to calculate an Australian Tertiary
Admission Rank (ATAR) score is four courses.
Students who wish to enter vocational training programs, traineeships or the workforce should undertake
General courses in Year 11. Students may choose to undertake one certificate course, but this is not a
requirement of the WACE for 2021.
ATAR Courses
These courses are typically for students aiming to achieve entry to an Australian university directly from
school. ATAR courses are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA).
Each course has four units:
•
•

Units 1 and 2 (Year 11 units) and
Units 3 and 4 (Year 12 units). Units 3 and 4 must be studied as a pair, as the ATAR examination covers
both units.

For students who intend to enrol in university study after school, they must study at least four ATAR courses
in Year 11 and Year 12 in order to be eligible for an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank. The rank is used by
universities around Australia as a selection device. Kearnan College strongly recommends that students take
at least five (5) ATAR courses in Year 12, in order to maximise their chances of increasing their ATAR.
More information about the ATAR is available from the Tertiary Admissions Service Centre (TISC) – see
http://www.tisc.edu.au/static/guide/atar-about.tisc?cid=71209

General Courses
General courses are typically for students aiming to enter further training via TAFE or the workforce directly
from school. These courses are not examined externally, although students will sit an Externally Set Task
(administered by the SCSA) in Year 12.
It may be possible to enter some university undergraduate courses, however, using school-based General
courses (or some mixture of General and ATAR courses) – students considering this option should discuss this
with the Head of Secondary.
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General courses also include:
•

Foundation courses for students who have been unable to demonstrate the minimum standards for
literacy and/or numeracy through OLNA in Year 10, and are unlikely to do so by the end of Year 12;

•

Preliminary courses for students who have been identified as having a diagnosed learning difficulty
and/or intellectual disability. They provide an option for students who cannot access the ATAR or
General course content; are unable to progress directly to training from school, or who require
modified and /or independent education plans.

Breadth-and-depth requirement:
All students are required to complete one pair of Year 12 units from each of List A (Arts/Languages/Social
Sciences) and List B (Mathematics/Science/Technology) to meet the WACE breadth-and-depth requirements.
Please note the certificate courses do NOT contribute to these List A/B requirements. At Kearnan College,
all Year 12 students will meet their List A requirements due to their enrolment in English and Religion and
Life. Students must ensure they also complete at least one pair of List B units to meet this WACE requirement.

In order to select an appropriate pathway, you should be honest about
your study habits and take advice from your parents and teachers.

What if I choose the wrong pathway?
There is some flexibility in enrolments, once the school year has commenced. It is important to note,
however, that the ability to move between courses is governed by externally set dates, as well as the
timetable. If students are struggling with a course workload, or are unhappy in a course and wish to change,
an immediate interview with the Head of Secondary is advisable.
Where students are able to transfer between subjects, they must bear in mind that missed assessments and
classwork will need to be completed, resulting in a significant workload for the student. No subject changes
can be permitted after the cut-off date, due to the ramifications for course completion and WACE
achievement.
Further information on the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) and various ATAR or General
study options can be found in the appendix of this handbook, within the SCSA Year 10 Information Handbook
2020.
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POST-SCHOOL OPTIONS: University Entrance and
the Tertiary Institutions Service Centre (TISC)
TISC is a central body that oversees the application process to the four public universities which are Curtin
University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the University of Western Australia.
To be considered for university admission, a school leaver applicant normally must:
1. Meet the requirements for the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) prescribed by
the School Curriculum and Standards Authority,
2. Achieve competence in English as prescribed by the individual universities,
3. Obtain a sufficiently high Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) for entry to a particular
university and/or course and
4. Satisfy any prerequisites or special requirements for entry to particular courses.
Full details are outlined in the TISC University Admission 2022 - Admission Requirements for School Leavers
completing Year 12 in 2021 which can be found at https://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf
ALTERNATIVE ENTRY PATHWAYS AND PORTFOLIO ENTRY
Individual universities may offer higher education opportunities for students seeking alternative entry
programs into university. Basically, programs require students to meet specific educational criteria along
with the provision of evidence of the ability to succeed at university. Information on specific alternative entry
can be found on the various university websites.
Curtin University, Edith Cowan University and Murdoch University offer portfolio entry to some courses.
Further details are outlined in TISC University Admission 2022 - Admission Requirements for School Leavers
completing Year 12 in 2021 which can be found athttps://www.tisc.edu.au/static-fixed/guide/slar-2022.pdf
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME AUSTRALIA ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
The admission and selection process at University of Notre Dame Australia differs from the other four
Western Australian universities in that the offering of a place in a Notre Dame course does not rely solely on
achievement of a particular ATAR. Other factors in the application for enrolment are considered, including:
 The individual student’s personal qualities and motivation, academic records (including Year 11),
contribution to school life, community service, recommendations by the school and employers, and
admissions interview, as well as achieving an ATAR;
 All applicants are invited to an interview, which is an integral part of the admissions process. This
allows students to discuss their preferred courses and what they can contribute to life at Notre Dame;
 Applications are made directly to Notre Dame, not through TISC, and a personal statement must be
included outlining the student’s reasons for wanting to study at Notre Dame and documenting any
evidence of extra-curricular involvement in community or leadership roles that will support the
application.

Students need to be aware of the impact university entrance
requirements have on their course selections.
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HOW IS THE TERTIARY ENTRANCE AGGREGATE AND AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY
ADMISSION RANK CALCULATED?
Since a Tertiary Entrance Aggregate (TEA) is used as the basis for the calculation of the Australian Tertiary
Admissions Rank (ATAR), it is important to explain how the ATAR is calculated.
In calculating an ATAR, only ATAR level courses studied in Year 12 can be counted. A consecutive pair of units
must be studied to produce a school score. Students are required to sit for the ATAR examination in that
course to produce a combined score (a school score added to the examination score).
The ATAR is calculated using scores in the best four courses. In using the scores from the best four courses,
there are some rules that apply:
Certain subject combinations cannot be used. You cannot count English and Literature, or Physics and
Integrated Science. For full details please see the TISC Handbook.
Scores can be accumulated over a number of years.
These rules will help to influence course selection.
In terms of obtaining a score for each course, a school-based component (50%) is added to the external
examination component (50%) to form a combined score. There are several statistical procedures which are
applied to the school score (moderating), exam score (standardising) and the combined score (scaling).
The following examples shows the final scaled marks for two students’ top four ATAR subjects and their final
Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) score:

English ATAR
70
Physics ATAR
67
Mathematics Methods ATAR 59
Chemistry ATAR
65
Average Scaled score
65
ATAR
87.65

Mathematics Applications ATAR
Design ATAR
Religion and Life ATAR
English ATAR
Average Scaled Score
ATAR
76.05

56
50
59
63
57

MINIMUM ATAR/SELECTION RANKS 2019
Course

ECU

Murdoch

UWA

Curtin

Engineering

82

80

92

80

Psychology

70

70

80

70

Education

70

70

92

70

Commerce/
Business

70

70

80

70

For information on scaling and statistical moderation, please consult www.tisc.edu.au
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USEFUL RESOURCES

Below are some suggestions which may help students make informed decisions for their course selections:

FAMILY & FRIENDS speak with someone
who is currently
employed in the type
of work that they are
interested in
JOBS & SKILLS WA
Tel: 13 64 64

CAREERS EXPO and
University Open Days

www.jobsandskills.
wa.gov.au

RESOURCES
INTERNET a useful source of
information to
supplement student's
knowledge

APPRENTICESHIP/
TRAINEESHIP
INFORMATION
Tel: 1800 338 022
www.aatinfo.com.au

PROSPECTIVE
STUDENT ADVICE
SERVICES - contact
instiutions listed on
the next page for
detailed information

DEFENCE FORCE
CAREERS REFERENCE
GROUP
Tel: 13 19 01
www.defencejobs.go
v.au
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ASSISTANCE WITH COURSE SELECTION
If you have questions regarding your course selections which are not answered in this Handbook, then you
can contact the following staff members who are an important part of this process.

Head of Secondary
Mrs Heidi Tempra
heidi.tempra@cewa.edu.au

Assistant Head of
Secondary
Mr Aaron Pedlar
aaron.pedlar@cewa.edu.au

KEARNAN HEADS OF LEARNING AREAS

Religious Education

Science

Mathematics

Technologies & Arts

Ms Kathleen Chilvers
kate.chilvers@cewa.edu.au

Mr Dale Blincow
dale.blincow@cewa.edu.au

Mr Kevin Bennett
kevin.bennett@cewa.edu.au

Mr Peter Meyer
peter.meyer@cewa.edu.au

Humanities & Social Sciences

VET Coordinator

English

Ms Jennifer Larsson
jennifer.larsson@cewa.edu.au

Ms Elle Smithin
elle.smithin@cewa.edu.au

Mrs Tracey Crisp
tracey.crisp@cewa.edu.au
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2021 COURSE OFFERINGS
The courses listed below may be offered at Kearnan College in 2021, dependent on enrolment numbers,
teacher availability and timetabling.
In addition, students can access several online courses via Catholic Education WA’s ViSN (Virtual School
Network). The ViSN courses on offer for Year 11, 2021 are listed below and marked with an asterisk. Further
details on ViSN courses are listed in the 2021 ViSN Online Learning Handbook available on the College website
or from the office upon request.

CAE

Career and Enterprise (General)

ECO

Economics ViSN*

ENG

English

GEO

Geography

HEA

Health Studies (ATAR)

HIM

Modern History (ATAR) ViSN*

PAL

Politics and Law ViSN*

REL

Religion and Life

VAR

Visual Arts


















Course Name

ACF

Accounting and Finance



AIT

Applied Information Technology

BIO

Biology

CHE

Chemistry

DESG

Design (Graphic Design)

EES

Earth and Environmental Science

HBY

Human Biology

MAA

Mathematics Applications









MAE

Mathematics Essential

MAT

Mathematics Foundation

MAM

Mathematics Methods

MAS

Mathematics Specialist ViSN*

PES

Physical Education Studies

PHY

Physics SIDE

PSY

Psychology ViSN

GENERAL

ATAR

COURSE CODES

Course Name

FOUNDATION

(Mathematics/Science/Technology)
GENERAL

(Arts/Language/Social Sciences)
ATAR

List B

COURSE CODES

List A

FOUNDATION

Students can also enrol in ‘fee for service’ courses offered by the School of Isolated and Distance Education
(SIDE) and other external providers. A list of the courses SIDE offers online is included in the appendix.
Enrolment in courses offered by external providers can be discussed during the course counselling interviews.















To ensure an appropriate breadth-of -study in your senior secondary studies, you are required to select at
least one Year 11 course unit from each of List A and List B subjects.
CERTIFICATE COURSES
In addition to the subjects listed above, the College will offer the following Certificate II and III courses in
2021 (see pages 49 – 53 for further details).
ENDORSED PROGRAMS
The College offers Workplace Learning as an endorsed program within the General pathway. Other endorsed
programs are outlined later in this handbook (see page 56).
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COURSE
DESCRIPTIONS
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Course Description
The ATAR Religion and Life course provides students with opportunities to
learn about religion and the interplay that occurs between religion, societies
and people. Students develop an informed and critical understanding of this
interplay by drawing from a detailed knowledge of one or more religions.
Every religion offers a system of beliefs and practices, in the ATAR Religion
and Life course, students explore one or more religions and investigate the
characteristics of religion, their origins, foundations, social influence and
development over time. They analyze the role religion has played in society
and understand the challenges and opportunities religions face.

Course content
Unit 1 - The focus of this unit is the place of religion in
society. It examines the responses of people to religion,
in particular how people understand the response of
religion to their concerns, needs and questions.
Students are enabled to develop the skills required for
conducting enquiries, processing information and
communicating findings about the interplay between
religion and society.
Unit 2 - The focus of this unit is religious identity and
purpose. It investigates how religion shapes, forms and
supports people in life. This unit also investigates how
religion impacts on and interacts with, groups in
society. Students are enabled to develop the skills
required for conducting an inquiry, processing
information and communicating findings about the
interplay between religion and life.

RELIGION
AND LIFE
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEREL

Minimum requirements
Students must have strong literacy skills in this course;
therefore it is recommended that students have achieved
a B grade or above in Year 10 English and a B Grade or
above in Year 10 Religious Education.

Assessment
Investigation (25%)
Explanation (20%)
Source Analysis (25%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/religion-and-life
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Course Description
The General Religion and Life course provides students with opportunities
to learn about religion and explores the relationships between religion,
society and individuals. It examines the nature of religion and how it offers
individuals and their communities an understanding of the world around
them. Students develop an understanding of the ways in which people
discover, understand and express their religious beliefs. They explore one or
more religions and investigate the characteristics of religions, origins,
foundations, cultural influences and development over time. They analyse
the role religion has played in human affairs and explore issues of concern
to religion.
Through the General Religion and Life course, students learn skills that will
enable them to understand the role religion plays in society and in the lives
of people. They use a range of sources and employ a variety of methods to
investigate information.

Course content

RELIGION
AND LIFE
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEREL

Unit 1 - The focus of this unit is religion as a human
activity. It explores how people search for meaning in life
and the characteristics of a religion. Students conduct
research and develop the skills required for processing
information and communicating findings about religion
and life.
Unit 2 – The focus of this unit is the role religion plays in
society. It considers the responses offered by religion to
issues that exist in society. Students conduct research
and develop the skills required for processing
information and communicating findings about religion
and life.

Minimum requirements
Nil

Assessment
Investigation (30 - 40%)
Explanation (30 - 40%)
Source Analysis (30 - 40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/religion-and-life
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Course Description
Study of the ATAR English course focuses on developing students’
analytical, creative, critical thinking and communication skills. Students
will develop the ability to analyze and evaluate the texts they study and
create their own response.
The course is also designed to foster an appreciation of the value of English
for lifelong learning.

Course content
Unit 1 – Students will explore how meaning is
communicated including how language and texts are
shaped by their purpose, the audience for whom they
are intended and the contexts in which they are
created and received.
Unit 2 - Students will analyse the representation of
ideas, attitudes and voices in texts to consider how
texts represent the world and human experience.
Students critically examine the effect of stylistic
choices and ways in which these choices position
audiences.

Minimum requirements
Students should have achieved 60% or above in their
Year 10 English result.
NAPLAN – Year 9 (Band 8)

ENGLISH
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEENG

Assessment
Responding (35 - 40%)
Creating (35 - 40%)
Examination (20 - 30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/english/english2
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Course Description
The General English course focuses on consolidating and refining the skills
and knowledge needed by students to become competent, confident and
engaged users of English in everyday, community, social, further education,
training and workplace contexts.
The General English course is designed to provide students with the skills
that will empower them to succeed in a wide range of post-secondary
pathways.

Course content
Unit 1 – Students will focus on comprehending and
responding o ideas and information presented in texts.
They will learn to interact with others in a range of
contexts, including everyday community, social, further
education, training and workplace. Includes the content
of; comprehension strategies, language and textual
analysis, using information, creating texts and
communicating and interacting with others.

ENGLISH
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEENG

Unit 2 – Students will focus on interpreting ideas and
arguments in a range of texts and contexts. They will
consider the purposes and possible audiences of texts
and learn to interact effectively in a range of contexts.
Includes the content of; comprehension strategies,
language and textual analysis, using information,
creating texts and communicating and interacting with
others.

Minimum requirements
Students must have achieved a Category 2 or above in the
Literacy component of OLNA.

Assessment
Responding (40 - 60%)
Creating (40 - 60%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/english/english2
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Course Description
This is course is designed for students who have not demonstrated the required
literacy skills, through the OLNA test, to qualify for English General. The course
focuses on providing support for the development of functional literacy essential
for students to meet the WACE standard of literacy.
It aims to develop students’ skills in reading, writing, viewing, speaking and
listening in work, community and everyday personal contexts.

Course content
Unit 1 – Students will focus on developing skills in functional
literacy, including appropriate spelling, punctuation and
grammar. They will also develop skills in reading
(understanding, comprehending, interpreting, analyzing)
texts for work, learning, community and or/everyday
personal contexts. There is also a focus on developing skills
in producing texts and developing skills in speaking and
listening.
Unit 2 – Students will focus on continuing to develop the
skills that were explicitly taught in Unit 1. It is the intention
that students will become increasingly autonomous in
acquiring the skills that ensure that the learning outcomes
are met.

Minimum requirements

ENGLISH
11
FOUNDATION
Course Code:
FEENG

Students who have not achieved a Category 2 or above in the
Literacy component of OLNA.

Assessment
Reading (35%)
Writing (35%)
Oral Communication (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/english/english2
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Course Description
The ATAR Mathematics Applications course focuses on the use of
Mathematics to solve problems in contexts that involve financial modelling,
geometric and trigonometric analysis, graphical and network analysis and
growth and decay in sequences. It also provides opportunities for students
to develop systematic strategies based on the statistical investigation
process for answering statistical questions that involve analysing univariate
and bivariate data, including time series data.

Course content

MATHEMATICS
APPLICATIONS
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEMAA

Unit 1 – Consumer arithmetic reviews the concepts of rate and
percentage change in the context of earning and managing
money and provides a context for the use of spreadsheets.
Algebra matrices continues the Years 7-10 study of algebra and
introduces the new topic of matrices. The emphasis of this
topic is the symbolic representation and manipulation of
information from real-life contexts using algebra and matrices.
Shape and measurement extends the knowledge and skills
students developed in the Years 7 – 10 curriculum with the
concepts of similarity and associated calculations involving
simple and compound geometric shapes. The emphasis in this
topic is on applying these skills in a range of practical contexts,
including those involving three-dimensional shapes.
Unit 2 – Univariate data analysis and the statistical
investigation process develop students’ ability to organize and
summarize univariate data in the context of conducting a
statistical investigation. Applications of trigonometry extend
students’ knowledge of trigonometry to solve practical
problems involving non-right-angled triangles in both two and
three dimensions, including problems involving the use of
angles of elevation and depression and bearings in navigation.
Linear equations and their graphs uses linear equations and
straight-line graphs, as well as linear-piece-wise and step
graphs, to model and analyse practical situations.

Minimum requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in Pre ATAR
Mathematics

Assessment
Response (40%)
Investigation (20%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/mathematics/mathematics-applications
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Course Description
This is an ATAR course which focuses on the use of calculus and statistical
analysis. The study of calculus provides a basis for understanding rates of change
in the physical world, and includes the use of functions, their derivatives and
integrals, in modelling physical processes. The study of statistics develops
students’ ability to describe and analyse phenomena that involve uncertainty
and variation.

Course content
Unit 1 – Review of the basic algebraic concepts and techniques
required for a successful introduction to the study of functions and
calculus. Simple relationships between variable quantities are
reviewed, and these are used to introduce the key concepts of a
function and its graph. The study of probability and statistics begins
in this unit with a review of the fundamentals of probability, and
the introduction of the concepts of conditional probability and
independence. The study of the trigonometric functions begins with
a consideration of the unit circle using degrees and the
trigonometry of triangles and its application. Radian measure is
introduced, and the graphs of the trigonometric functions are
examined and their applications in a wide range of settings are
explored.
Unit 2 – Exponential functions are introduced and their properties
and graphs examined. Arithmetic and geometric sequences and
their applications are introduced and their recursive definitions
applied. Rates and average rates of change are introduced and this
is followed by the key concept of the derivative as an
‘instantaneous rate of change’. These concepts are reinforced
numerically (by calculating difference quotients), geometrically (as
slopes of chords and tangents), and algebraically. This first calculus
topic concludes with derivatives of polynomial functions, using
simple applications of the derivative to sketch curves, calculate
slopes and equations of tangents, determine instantaneous
velocities, and solve optimisation problems.

MATHEMATICS
METHODS
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEMAM

Minimum requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in Pre ATAR
Mathematics

Assessment
Response (40%)
Investigation (20%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-supportmaterials/mathematics/mathematics-methods
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Course Description
The Mathematics Specialist ATAR course is the only ATAR mathematics course that
should not be taken as a stand-alone course.
This is an ATAR course which provides opportunities, beyond those presented in the
Mathematics Methods ATAR course, to develop rigorous mathematical arguments
and proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively. The Mathematics
Specialist ATAR course contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and
deepen the ideas presented in the Mathematics ATAR course, as well as
demonstrate their application in many areas. This course also extends
understanding and knowledge of statistic and introduces the topics of vectors,
complex numbers and matrices.

Course content

MATHEMATICS
SPECIALIST
11 ATAR
ViSN

Course Code:
AEMAS

Unit 1 – This unit contains three topics: Combinatorics, vectors in
the plane and geometry that complement the content of the
ATAR Mathematical Methods course. The proficiency strand,
reasoning, of the Years 7–10 curriculum is continued explicitly in
geometry through a discussion of developing mathematical
arguments. While these ideas are illustrated through deductive
Euclidean geometry in this topic, they recur throughout all topics
in the Mathematics Specialist ATAR course.
Unit 2 – This unit contains three topics: Trigonometry, matrices,
and real and complex numbers. Trigonometry contains
techniques that are used in other topics in both this unit and Unit
3. Real and complex numbers provides a continuation of
students’ study of numbers, and the study of complex numbers is
continued in Year 12. This topic also contains a section on proof
by mathematical induction. The study of matrices is undertaken,
including applications to linear transformations of the plane.

Minimum requirements
‘A’ grade in Year 10 Pre ATAR Mathematics

Assessment
Response (40%)
Investigation (20%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-supportmaterials/mathematics/mathematics-specialist
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Course Description
This is a General course which focuses on using Mathematics effectively,
efficiently and critically to make informed decisions. It provides students
with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding to solve
problems in real contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further
learning and community settings. This course provides the opportunity for
students to prepare for post-school options of employment and further
training.

Course content
Unit 1 – This unit provides students with the
mathematical skills and understanding to solve problems
relating to calculations, applications of measurement, the
use of formulas to find an unknown quantity and the
interpretation of graphs. Throughout this unit, students
use the mathematical thinking process. This process
should be explicitly taught in conjunction with the unit
content. Possible contexts for this unit are earning and
managing money and nutrition and health.

MATHEMATICS
ESSENTIAL
Unit 2 - This unit provides students with the mathematical
skills and understanding to solve problems related to
11 GENERAL
representing and comparing data, percentages, rates and
ratios and time and motion. Student further develop the
use of the mathematical thinking process and apply the
statistical investigation process should be explicitly taught
in conjunction with the statistical content within this unit.

Minimum requirements

Course Code:
GEMAE

Students should have achieved a category 2 or above in
OLNA Numeracy requirement.

Assessment
Response (50%)
Statistical Investigation Process (50%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/mathematics/mathematicsfoundation
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Course Description
This is course is designed for students who have not demonstrated the
required numeracy skills, through the OLNA test, to qualify got
Mathematics Essentials. The course focuses on building the capacity,
confidence and disposition to use mathematics to meet the numeracy
standards for WACE. It provides students with the knowledge, skills and
understanding to solve problems across a range of contexts, including
personal, community and workplace/employment. This course provides
the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options of
employment and further training.

Course content

MATHEMATICS
FOUNDATION
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
FEMAT

Unit 1 – This unit provides students with the
mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills to
solve problems relating to addition and subtraction,
length, mass, capacity and time, and involving the
extraction of information from, and the interpretation
of various forms of data representation used in everyday
contexts. The number formats for the unit are whole
numbers and money.
Unit 2 - This unit provides students with the
mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills
relating to fractions and decimals, solving problems
relating to multiplication and division, perimeter, area
and volume and qualitative probability from everyday
contexts. The number formats for this unit are whole
numbers, money, fractions and decimals.

Minimum requirements
Students who are yet to meet the OLNA Numeracy
requirement.

Assessment
Response (50%)
Practical applications (50%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/mathematics/mathematics-essential

Year 11 Handbook 2021 26

Course Description
Biology is the study of the fascinating diversity of life as it has evolved
and as it interacts and functions. Investigation of biological systems and
their interactions, from cellular processes to ecosystem dynamics has led
to biological knowledge and understanding that enable us to explore and
explain everyday observations, find solutions to biological issues and
understand the processes of biological continuity and change over time.
Students use their understanding of the interconnectedness of biological
systems when evaluating both the impact of human activity and the
strategies proposed to address major biological challenges now and in
the future in local, national and global contexts.

Course content
Unit 1 - Ecosystems and biodiversity. Students
examine movement of energy and matter in
ecosystems, ecosystem dynamics, abiotic factors,
population numbers, species diversity, species
interactions as well as biodiversity at all levels.
Unit 2 - Single cells & multicellular organisms.
Students
investigate
the
interdependent
components of the cell system and the multiple
interacting systems in multicellular organisms.
Photosynthesis and respiration, and the role of
enzymes in controlling biochemical systems is also
examined.

Minimum requirements

BIOLOGY
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEBIO

Students must achieve a Semester Two result of 60%
in Year Ten Science.

Assessment
Science inquiry (30%)
Extended response (10%)
Test (20%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabusand-support-materials/science/biology
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Course Description
The ATAR Chemistry course develops students’ understanding of the key
chemical concepts and models of structure, bonding and chemical change,
including the role of the chemical, electrical and thermal energy. Students
learn how models of structure and bonding enable chemists to predict
properties and reactions to adapt these for particular purposes. Studying
Chemistry provides students with a suite of skills and understandings that
are valuable to a wide range of further study pathways and careers
including those in forensic science, environmental science, engineering,
medicine, dentistry, pharmacy and sports science.

Course content
Unit 1 - Chemical fundamentals, structure, properties
and reactions. In this unit, students use models of
atomic structure and bonding to explain the
macroscopic properties of materials. Students
develop their understanding of the energy changes
associated with chemical reactions and the use of
chemical equations to calculate the masses of
substances involved in chemical reactions.

CHEMISTRY
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AECHE

Unit 2 - Molecular interactions and reactions. In this
unit, students continue to develop their
understanding of bonding models and the relationship
between structure, properties and reactions,
including consideration of the factors that affect the
rate of chemical reactions. Students investigate the
unique properties of water and the properties of acids
and bases and use chemical equations to calculate the
concentrations and volumes of solutions involved in
chemical reactions.

Minimum requirements
Students should have achieved a B grade in Year 10
Science, with a minimum exam score of 65%

Assessment
Science inquiry (25%)
Extended response (10%)
Test (15%)
Examination (50%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/science/chemistry
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Course Description
Human Biology is valuable for a variety of career paths. The course deals
directly and indirectly with many different occupations in fields such as
science education, medical and paramedical fields, food and hospitality,
childcare, sport and social work. Appreciation of the range and scope of such
professions broadens students’ horizons and enables them to make informed
choices. Human Biology covers a wide range of ideas relating to the function
human. Students learn about themselves, relating structure to function and
how integrated regulation allows individuals to survive in a changing
environment. They research new discoveries that are increasing our
understanding of the causes of dysfunction, which can lead to new
treatments and preventative measures.

Course content
Unit 1 - The functioning human body. This unit looks at
how human structure and function of supports cellular
metabolism and how lifestyle choices affect body
functioning.
Unit 2 - This unit provides opportunities to explore, in
more depth, the mechanisms of transmission of genetic
materials to the next generation, the role of males and
females in reproduction and how interactions between
genetics and the environment influence early
development. Students learn how cellular mechanisms
for gamete production and zygote formation contribute
to human diversity, and that meiosis and fertilisation
are important in producing new genetic combinations.

Minimum requirements

HUMAN
BIOLOGY
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEHBY

Students should have achieved a B grade or above in Year
10 Science, with a minimum exam score of 65%

Assessment
Science inquiry (20%)
Extended response (15%)
Test (25%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/science/human-biology
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Course Description
The ATAR Physics course provides a foundation in physics knowledge,
understanding and skills for those students who wish to pursue tertiary
study in science, engineering, medicine and technology.

Course content
Unit 1 - An understanding of heating processes,
nuclear reactions and electricity is essential to
appreciate how global energy needs are met. In this
unit, students explore the ways physics is used to
describe, explain and predict the energy transfers and
transformations that are pivotal to modern industrial
societies. Students investigate heating processes,
apply the nuclear model of the atom to investigate
radioactivity and learn how nuclear reactions convert
mass into energy. They examine the movement of
electrical charge in circuits and use this to analyse,
explain and predict electrical phenomena.

PHYSICS
11 ATAR
SIDE

Course Code:
AEPHY

Unit 2 - Students develop an understanding of motion
and waves which can be used to describe, explain and
predict a wide range of phenomena. Students describe
linear motion in terms of position and time data and
examine the relationships between force, momentum
and energy for interactions in one dimension.
Students investigate common wave phenomena
including waves on springs, and water, sound and
earthquake waves.

Minimum requirements
Students should have received a Semester Two score of
75% in Year Ten Science.

Assessment
Science inquiry (30%)
Test (30%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/science/physics
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Course description
Introduces students to a breadth of knowledge focusing on the psychology
of self and others. Psychological knowledge helps us understand factors
relating to individuals such as: cognition, or the way we think; biological
bases of behaviour; and personality and the enduring traits that distinguish
individuals. Psychological knowledge also helps us understand socialisation,
moral development, the formation of attitudes and also how people relate
and communicate.

Course content
Unit 1 - This unit focuses on a number of concepts that
enable students to gain an understanding of how and
why people behave the way they do. Students learn
about the human brain and explore the impact of
external factors on behaviour, such as physical activity
and psychoactive drugs. Cognitive processes, such as
sensation and perception, and selective and divided
attention are investigated. Students examine different
types of relationships and the role of verbal and nonverbal communication in initiating, maintaining and
regulating these. Students are introduced to ethics in
psychological research and carry out investigations.
Unit 2 - This unit focuses on developmental psychology.
Students analyse twin and adoption studies to gain
insight into the nature/nurture debate and look at the
role of play in assisting development. Students explore
what is meant by the term personality and examine
historical perspectives used to explain personality.
They also explore behaviour and causes of prejudice.
Psychological research methods studied in Unit 1 are
further developed.

PSYCHOLOGY
11 ATAR
ViSN

Course Code:
AEPSY

Minimum requirements
Students will have achieved a C grade or above in Year 10
Science courses and a C grade or above in Year 10 English.

Assessment
Investigation (20%)
Response (30%)
Project (20%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/science/psychology
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Course description
Earth and Environmental Science is a multifaceted field of inquiry that
focuses on interactions between the Earth’s geosphere, hydrosphere,
atmosphere and biosphere, and on dynamic, interdependent
relationships that have developed between these components. To do
this, students integrate knowledge, concepts, models and methods
drawn from Geology, Biology, Physics and Chemistry in the study of
the Earth’s ancient and modern environments.

Course content

EARTH AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEEES

Unit 1 – Earth systems. Students explore the
understanding of Earth's formation, and
structure and the processes that formed the
oceans and atmosphere. They review
significance of water at the Earth’s surface and
the environments influenced by water such as
oceans, ice sheets and groundwater. They
examine the scientific evidence, including fossils,
for the evolution of life on Earth.
Unit 2 – Earth processes. Students examine how
the transfer and transformation of energy from
the sun and Earth’s interior impact processes
within and between the geosphere, atmosphere,
hydrosphere and biosphere, including tectonic
plate movement, global weather patterns and
ecosystems.

Minimum requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above
in Year 10 Science with a minimum exam score of
50%

Assessment
Investigation (30%)
Extended task (10%)
Test (40%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://seniorsecondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-supportmaterials/science/earth-and-environmentalscience
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Course Description
Financial literacy gives individuals the ability to make sound financial
judgments. In an age when many business practices and ethical standards
are being questioned. Awareness of the ways financial practices impact on
their lives helps students take responsibility for their own financial
commitments. It gives them the problem‐solving skills to operate at many
levels of financial decision-making. Many students will find themselves
self‐employed and there is a high probability that they will have to engage
in some form of accounting practices.

Course Content
Unit 1 - The focus for this unit is on double entry
accounting for small businesses. Students record and
process financial information using the double entry
system and apply the principles of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST). Students learn about the various
forms of business organisations adopted by small
business. Content includes; financial institutions and
systems, recording, using and evaluating financial
information, government and the community.
Unit 2 - The focus for this unit is on accrual accounting.
Students apply financial systems and principles to the
operations of businesses and distinguish between
cash and accrual methods of accounting. Content
includes; building on the content covered in Unit 1 Financial institutions and systems, recording, using
and evaluating financial information, government and
the community

ACCOUNTING
AND FINANCE
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEACF

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in a
Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences course and a C
grade or above in Year 10 Pre ATAR Mathematics.

Assessment
Tests (50%)
Project (10%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/accounting-and-finance
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Course Description
Geography is a unique discipline in that it is the only subject that examines
issues and challenges from a social and environmental perspective. In this
course students will study real world challenges that face society and use
Geography’s unique skills and concepts to analyse these problems and find
solutions. In the Year 11 course students will study environmental hazards
like cyclones, pandemics and bush fires, and social and economic
globalisation by considering how Australian products, like wine from
Western Australia, are consumed all over the world. Employers favour
students who have studied Geography as they can think critically, bring
several skills and new ways of thinking to the workplace which enable
them to solve problems and improve productivity.

Course Content

GEOGRAPHY
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEGEO

Unit 1 - Natural and ecological hazards represent
potential sources of harm to human life, health,
income and property. This unit focuses on how
hazards and their risks are perceived and managed at
local, regional and global levels. Content: Using
fieldwork and secondary sources, students investigate
one natural hazard and one ecological hazard and how
the risks are being managed.
Unit 2 - Global networks and interconnections.
Students explore the economic and cultural
transformations taking place in the world –the spatial
outcomes of these processes and their social and
geopolitical consequences –that will enable them to
better understand the dynamic nature of the world in
which they live.

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in a
Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences course and a C
grade or above in Year 10 English.

Assessment
Geographical inquiry (20%)
Fieldwork / practical skills (20%)
Short and extended response (30%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/geography
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Course Description
The ATAR Modern History course enables students to study the forces that
have shaped today’s world and provides them with a broader and deeper
comprehension of the world in which they live. The Modern History ATAR
course continues to develop the historical skills and understandings taught
in the Years 7 – 10 History Curriculum.

Course Content
Unit 1 - Capitalism in USA (1907-1941). This unit
provides an introduction to significant developments in
the modern period that have defined the modern
world, and the ideas that underpinned them, such as
liberty, equality and fraternity.
Unit 2 - Nazism in Germany. This unit examines
significant movements for change in the 20th century
that led to change in society, including people’s
attitudes and circumstances.

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in a
Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences course and a C
grade or above in Year 10 English.

Assessment

MODERN
HISTORY
11 ATAR
ViSN

Course Code:
AEHIM

Historical inquiry (20%)
Explanation (20 - 30%)
Source analysis (20 - 30%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/modern-history
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Course Description
Everybody likes to discuss taxes, unemployment, the deficit, health care,
the stock market, inflation and welfare. While most people have their own
views about these, very few have informed opinions. The study of
Economics provides valuable knowledge for making decisions in everyday
life. The Economics major prepares students for careers in banking,
insurance, service and manufacturing firms, real estate, consulting,
government agencies and non-profit organisations.

Course Content
Unit 1 – Microeconomics. Students explore the role of
the market in determining the wellbeing of individuals
and society. Students explore the workings of real
world markets with an emphasis on the Australian
economy.

ECONOMICS
11 ATAR
ViSN

Course Code:
AEECO

Unit 2 – Macroeconomics. This is an introduction to
macroeconomics and explores economic growth,
inflation and unemployment with an emphasis on the
Australian economy.

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in a
Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences course and a C
grade or above in Year 10 English.

Assessment
Data interpretation / Short answer (30%)
Extended answer (40%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/economics
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Course Description
The Politics and Law ATAR course provides a study of the processes of
decision making concerning society’s collective future. It aims to develop
the knowledge of the principles, structures, institutions, and processes of
political and legal systems primarily in Australia. It brings together the
executive, legislative and judicial branches of government to demonstrate
how society is governed and how each branch of government is held to
account. It examines the democratic principles practised in Australia and
makes comparisons with other political and legal systems.

Course Content
Unit 1 – Democracy and the rule of law. This unit
examines Australia’s democratic and common law
systems; a non-democratic system; and a noncommon law system.
Unit 2 – Representation and justice. This unit
examines representation, electoral and voting
systems; a non-democratic system; and a noncommon law system.

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved a C grade or above in a
Year 10 Humanities and Social Sciences course and a C
grade or above in Year 10 English.

Assessment

POLITICS AND
LAW
11 ATAR
ViSN

Course Code:
AEPAL

Investigation (10%)
Short answer (20%)
Essay (20%)
Source analysis (20%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/politics-and-law
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Course Description
Career education involves learning to manage and take responsibility for
personal career development. The Career and Enterprise General course
involves recognising one’s individual skills and talents, using this
understanding to assist in gaining and keeping work. The course develops
a range of work skills and an understanding of different personality types
and their link to career choices; entrepreneurial behaviours; learning to
learn; and the exploration of social, cultural and environmental issues that
affect work, workplaces and careers.

Course Content

CAREER AND
ENTERPRISE
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GECAE

Unit 1 - The focus of this unit is exploring work and
networks. Students develop an understanding of
aspects of work, such as part-time, full-time, flexi
hours, volunteer work and unemployment. They learn
that positive self-esteem and self-management are
required to access work opportunities and roles
associated with different workplace structures, and
develop awareness that employment is connected
with responsibility for themselves and others.
Unit 2 – The focus of this unit is entry-level work
readiness. Students explore the attributes and skills
necessary for employment, and identify their personal
strengths and interests, and the impact these have on
career development opportunities and decisions.

Minimum Requirements
Nil

Assessment
Investigation (30%)
Production / performance (30%)
Individual pathway plan / career portfolio (20%)
Response (20%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/humanities-and-socialsciences/career-and-enterprise
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Course Description
Study of the ATAR Physical Education Studies course contributes to the
development of the whole person. It promotes the physical, social and
emotional growth of students. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed
on complex interrelationships between motor learning and psychological,
biomechanical and physiological factors that influence individual and team
performance. The integration of theory and practice is central to studies
in this course. The course appeals to students with varying backgrounds,
physical activity knowledge and dispositions.

Course Content
Unit 1 - To explore anatomical and biomechanical
concepts, the body’s responses to physical activity
and stress management processes to improve the
student's own performance and that of others in
physical activity. Learning content includes; Motor
learning and coaching, functional anatomy,
biomechanics, exercise physiology and sport
psychology.
Unit 2 - To identify the relationship between skill,
strategy and the body in order to improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of performance. Learning
content includes; Motor learning and coaching,
functional
anatomy,
biomechanics,
exercise
physiology and sport psychology.

Minimum Requirements
Students should have achieved 55% or above in Year
10 English and a Year 10 Science course and 60% in
Physical Education.

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
STUDIES
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEPES

Assessment
Practical (performance) (30%)
Investigation (15%)
Response (15%)
Examination (40%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/health-and-physicaleducation/physical-education-studies
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Course Description
Study of the General Physical Education Studies course contributes to the
development of the whole person. It promotes the physical, social and
emotional growth of students. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed
on understanding and improving performance in physical activities. The
integration of theory and practice is central to studies in this course.
Students engage as performers, leaders, coaches, analysts and planners of
physical activity. The course has a greater practical component than ATAR
Physical Education studies and appeals to students with varying
backgrounds, physical activity knowledge and dispositions.

Course Content

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
STUDIES
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEPES

Unit 1 - The focus of this unit is the development of
students’ knowledge, understanding and application
of anatomical, physiological and practical factors
associated with performing in physical activities.
Learning content includes; Motor learning and
coaching, functional anatomy, biomechanics, exercise
physiology and sport psychology.
Unit 2 - The focus of this unit is the impact of physical
activity on the body’s anatomical and physiological
systems. Students are introduced to these concepts
which support them to improve their performance as
team members and/or individuals. Learning content
includes; Motor learning and coaching, functional
anatomy, biomechanics, exercise physiology and
sport psychology.

Minimum Requirements
Nil

Assessment
Practical (performance) (50%)
Investigation (25%)
Response (25%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/health-and-physicaleducation/physical-education-studies
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Course Description
The ATAR Health Studies course focuses on the study of health as a dynamic
quality of human life. The influence of social, environmental, economic and
biomedical determinants of health is a key focus of the course. Other course
content includes the influence of beliefs, attitudes and values on health
behaviour and the importance of self-management and interpersonal skills
in making healthy decisions. This course will prepare students for career and
employment pathways in a range of health and community service
industries.

Course Content
Unit 1 - The focus of this unit is the health of individuals
and communities. Learning content includes; students
learn about the significance of determinants, health
promotion, personal and popular attitudes and beliefs
and their impact on decision making, factors influencing
health and actions and strategies to protect and
promote health, through investigation and inquiry
processes.
Unit 2 - The focus of this unit is the impact of a broad
range of factors influencing the health of communities.
Learning content includes; students are introduced to
the concept of community development, key health
priority areas, comprehensive approaches to achieving
greater equity in health, measures of health,
preventative strategies, ethical issues arising from
contemporary health practices.

Minimum Requirements

HEALTH
STUDIES
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEHEA

Students should have achieved a B grade or above in
Year 10 English.

Assessment
Inquiry (20%)
Project (30%)
Response (20%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/health-and-physicaleducation/health-studies
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Course Description
In the ATAR Applied Information Technology course, students investigate,
design, construct and evaluate digital products and digital solutions to
meet client-driven requirements. They will develop skills in a variety of
software applications including Photoshop, Illustrator, Audacity (audio
editing), Animate (animation software) and the Office 365 suite to create
animations, logos, posters, budgets and websites.

Course Content
Unit 1 - Media Information and Communication
Technologies. This unit focuses on the use of digital
technologies to create and manipulate digital media.
Students use a range of applications to create visual
and audio communications. They examine trends in
digital media transmissions and implications arising
from the use of these technologies.

APPLIED
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
11 ATAR

Unit 2 - Digital Technologies in Business This unit
focuses on the skills, principles and practices
associated with various types of documents and
communications. Students identify the components
and configuration of networks to meet the needs of a
business. They design digital solutions for clients,
being mindful of the various impacts of technologies
within legal, ethical and social boundaries.

Minimum Requirements
Course Code:
AEAIT

Students should have achieved a C grade or above in
Year 10 English.
Previous experience in the following subjects would be
beneficial; Computer Science, Computer and Video
Graphics, Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

Assessment
Project (40%)
Short Answer (15%)
Extended answer (15%)
Examination (30%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/technologies/applied-informationtechnology
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Course Description
In the General Applied Information Technology course, students investigate,
design, construct and evaluate digital products and digital solutions to meet
client-driven requirements. They will develop skills in a variety of software
applications including Photoshop, Audacity (audio editing), and the Office
365 suite to create posters, budgets and podcasts.

Course Content
Unit 1 - Personal Communication. The focus of this unit
is to enable students to use technology to meet
personal needs. Students develop a range of skills that
enable them to communicate using appropriate
technologies and to gain knowledge that assists in
communicating within a personal context.
Unit 2 - Working with Others. The focus of this unit is
to enable students to use a variety of technologies to
investigate managing data, common software
applications and wireless network components
required to effectively operate within a small business
environment. They examine the legal, ethical and social
impacts of technology within society.

Minimum Requirements
Previous experience in the following subjects would be
beneficial; Computer Science, Computer and Video
Graphics, Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

APPLIED
INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEAIT

Assessment
Project (70%)
Short Answer (20%)
Extended answer (10%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/technologies/applied-informationtechnology
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Course Description
The goals of the Design ATAR course are to facilitate a deeper
understanding of how design works; and how ideas, beliefs, values,
attitudes, messages and information are effectively communicated to
specific audiences with specific intentions or purpose via visual media
forms. This course aims to achieve these goals by exposing students to a
variety of communication forms and a thorough exploration of design.

Course Content
Unit 1 - Product Design. Students learn that the
commercial world is comprised of companies,
requiring consumer products, services and brands for
a particular audience.

DESIGN
(GRAPHIC
DESIGN)
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEDESG

Unit 2 - Cultural Design. Students learn that society is
made up of different groups of people who share
diverse values, attitudes, beliefs, behaviour and needs;
and that different forms of visual communication
transmit these values and beliefs.

Minimum Requirements
Previous experience in the following subjects would be
beneficial; Art, Computer and Video Graphics,
Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

Assessment
Production (50%)
Response (30%)
Examination (20%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/technologies/design
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Course Description
The General Materials Design and Technology course is a practical course.
The course allows students the opportunity to explore and use different
learning contexts: jewellery, metal, textiles and wood with the design and
manufacture of products as the major focus.
Students examine social and cultural.values and the short-term and longterm impacts of the use and misuse of materials and associated
technologies.

Course Content
Unit 1 – Design Fundamentals. The focus of this unit is
to introduce design process and practice. Students
learn that design can be used to provide solutions to
design problems and communication needs.
Unit 2 – Personal Design. The focus of this unit is
personal design. Students learn that they visually
communicate aspects of their personality, values and
beliefs through their affiliations and their
manipulation of personal surroundings and
environments.

Minimum Requirements
Previous experience in the following subjects would be
beneficial; Art, Computer and Video Graphics,
Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

MATERIALS
DESIGN &
TECHNOLOGY
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEMDT (WOOD)

Assessment
Design (practical portfolio) (25%)
Production (practical) (50%)
Response (written) (25%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/technologies/materials-design-andtechnology
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Course Description
If you are a creative person who wishes to follow the ATAR pathway to
university, this course will help you develop practical and theoretical
skills in art, craft and design. You will have the opportunity to use your
imagination and talents to develop your own personal imagery and style
in a wide variety of media. In addition, you will gain a better
understanding of artwork and its place in society.

Course Content
Unit 1 – The focus for this unit is differences. Students
explore ways of collecting, compiling and recording
information and documenting thinking and working
practices. They explore approaches to drawing and
develop awareness that each artist has his or her
particular way of making marks to convey personal
vision.

VISUAL ARTS
11 ATAR
Course Code:
AEVAR

Unit 2 – The focus for this unit is identities. In working
with this focus, students explore concepts or issues
related to personal, social, cultural or gender identity.
They become aware that self‐expression distinguishes
individuals as well as cultures.

Minimum Requirements
Previous experience in the following subjects would
be beneficial; Art, Computer and Video Graphics,
Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

Assessment
Production (50%)
Analysis (15%)
Investigation (15%)
Examination 20%

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabusand-support-materials/arts/visual-arts
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Course Description

In the Visual Arts General course, students engage in traditional, modern
and contemporary media and techniques within the broad areas of art
forms. The course promotes innovative practice. Students are encouraged
to explore and represent their ideas and gain an awareness of the role that
artists and designers play in reflecting, challenging and shaping societal
values. Students are encouraged to appreciate the work of other artists
and engage in their own art practice.

Course Content

Unit 1 – The focus for this unit is experiences. Students
develop artworks based on their lives and personal
experiences, observations of the immediate
environment, events and/or special occasions. They
participate in selected art experiences aimed at
developing a sense of observation.
Students discover ways to compile and record their
experiences through a range of art activities and
projects that promote a fundamental understanding of
visual language. They use experiences to develop
appreciation of the visual arts in their everyday lives.
Unit 2 – The focus for this unit is explorations. Students
explore ways to generate and develop ideas using a
variety of stimulus materials and explorations from
their local environment. They use a variety of inquiry
approaches, techniques and processes when creating
original artworks.
When exploring ideas and approaches to art making,
students investigate the work of other artists. They
learn to identify stylistic features of art forms from
different times and places and explore ways to
manipulate art elements and principles to generate,
develop and produce their own artwork.

VISUAL ARTS
11 GENERAL
Course Code:
GEVAR

Minimum Requirements
Previous experience in the following subjects would be
beneficial; Art, Computer and Video Graphics,
Certificate II in Information and Digital Media.

Assessment
Production (70%)
Analysis (15%)
Investigation (15%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/arts/visual-arts
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Course Description

UniReady is an ‘alternate entry to university’, run by Curtin University.
Students complete 4 units over Year 11 and Year 12 and upon successful
completion of these units, are awarded an ATAR of 70. This ranking can
then be used to gain entry to particular courses at Curtin University.
Students may only commence this course as a Year 11 student. Each unit
below is taught by a school-based ViSN teacher, in line with Curtin
University standards for delivery. As such, students considering this option
should understand that they would be undertaking a university level course
and will be assessed according to university standards.
The Curtin UniReady program has been endorsed by SCSA. Please refer to
the SCSA website for more information on the use of this course for
meeting WACE requirements.

Course Content

CURTIN UNI
READY
Y11 cont’ Y12
Endorsed
Program

In the first year, Year 11 students complete 2 core
(compulsory) units:
• Fundamentals of Academic Writing
• Foundations of Communication
See the following pages for more details on each unit.
In the second year, Year 12 students’ complete elective
units from:
• Introduction to Health Sciences
• Introduction to Commerce
• Introduction to Humanities
• Applying Mathematics

Minimum Requirements

Assessment
Design (practical portfolio) (25%)
Production (practical) (50%)
Response (written) (25%)

Syllabus Link

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-andsupport-materials/endorsed-programs/providerdeveloped-endorsed-programs
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CERTIFICATE III BUSINESS –
BSB30115
11 VET

CERTIFICATE II
CONSTRUCTION
PATHWAYS 11 VET

Course Description

Course Description

This course provides you with the essential skills
needed to work in an office environment and
exposure to general business practices.

This qualification provides a pathway to the
primary trades in the construction industry with
the exception of plumbing. Trade outcomes are
predominantly achieved through an Australian
Apprenticeship and this Certificate II allows for
inclusion of skills suited for entry to off-site
occupations, such as joinery and shopfitting as well
as carpentry, bricklaying and other occupations in
general construction.

You will gain the skills and knowledge needed to
work in various roles in an office in any industry.
You'll become familiar with trading with other
businesses, customer service, creating business
and text documents using business software, and
business processes.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
No prerequisite.

Syllabus Link

Completion of the general induction training
program specified by the National Code of Practice
for Induction Training for Construction Work (ASCC
2007), is required before entering a construction
work site. This ‘white card’ qualification is
obtained through achievement of unit
CPCCOHS1001A within this course.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/BSB30115
No prerequisite.

Syllabus Link
https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CPC20211

Year 11 Handbook 2021 49

CERTIFICATE II
CONSERVATION & LAND
MANAGEMENT
11 VET

CERTIFICATE II VISUAL ARTS
– DIGITAL GRAPHICS
11 VET

Course Description

Course Description

This two year qualification provides students with
general vocational skills in conservation and land
management. It covers land and conservation
work; lands, parks and wildlife, natural area
restoration, weed management and vertebrae pest
management. Core training covers workplace
health and safety and observing environmental
work practices.

This qualification reflects the role of individuals
who are developing the basic creative and technical
skills that underpin visual arts and craft practice
within a digital context. The course consists of nine
units of study, of which four are core units. It is a
nationally recognised qualification.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
No prerequisite.

No prerequisite.

Syllabus Link

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CUA20715

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/AHC21010
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CERTIFICATE III BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION (MYOB) –
BSB30415
11 VET

CERTIFICATE II
PRODUCTION
HORTICULTURE
11 VET

Course Description

Course Description

This qualification will provide students with a
variety of skills for a broad range of roles in an
administrative environment, you will have the skills
that employers are looking for including MYOB,
workplace organisation, workplace health and
safety, creation of spreadsheets and organising
schedules, word processing and electronic
presentations.

If you have an interest in learning about gardening
and general horticultural practices, this course will
help guide you through the basics of the industry.
Students will have the opportunity to select a tree
cropping, vegetable or berry production, grape
growing or mushroom production context as a job
focus. Throughout this course you will obtain the
skills to assist in gaining entry-level employment
and is a direct pathway to progressing into the
Certificate III in Agriculture.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
Minimum Year 10 completion with a C
grade average across three subjects
including Mathematics and English.

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/training/details/bsb304150

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
No prerequisite.

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/AHC20310

Year 11 Handbook 2021 51

CERTIFICATE III FINANCIAL
SERVICES –
FNS30115
11 VET

CERTIFICATE III EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION &
CARE –
CHC30113
11 VET

Course Description

Course Description

This qualification is designed to reflect the job role
of entry level employees working across the entire
financial services industry who perform duties
relating to administrative, clerical and customer
service roles in banking, credit management,
insurance and retail financial services.

If you have a genuine interest and passion for the
care and education up to the age of five then this
expanding industry is for you. During this course,
students will gain the knowledge and skills to work
effectively as an educator, understanding children’s
learning, providing learning support and identifying
and responding to children at risk. You’ll also learn
how to interact and foster development of children
while working within legal requirements and
ensuring the children’s health and safety are not at
risk.

In this course you will provide you with the practical
skills and knowledge to understand processes of
bookkeeping and accounting. You will learn how to
process accounts manually and using accounting
software (MYOB), Excel software, work effectively
within the financial services industry and within a
team.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
Minimum Year 10 completion with a C
grade average across three subjects
including Mathematics and English.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
Minimum Year 10 completion with a C
grade average across three subjects
including Mathematics and English.

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CHC30113

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/FNS30115
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CERTIFICATE III EDUCATION
SUPPORT –
CHC30213
11 VET
Course Description
In this course you will develop the skills and
knowledge to assist the teaching staff in schools
and provide care and supervision for children from
kindergarten to Year 12. You will learn how to
implement planned education programs, assist
students in their learning and development,
contribute to the safety and health of students and
support students with additional needs.
You will also learn how to work with children and
young people at risk of harm, work effectively with
culturally diverse students, families and co-workers
and gain an introductory knowledge into working
with children with special needs.

Course content
Subject specific to course and industry
requirements.

Minimum requirements
Minimum Year 10 completion with a C
grade average across three subjects
including Mathematics and English.

Syllabus Link

https://training.gov.au/Training/Details/CHC30213
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ViSN ONLINE LEARNING
ViSN (Virtual School Network) provides students with the opportunity to engage in studies not available at
their own school and in doing so, helps them build their technology skills, their ability to work independently
and expands their network in the Catholic Education WA (CEWA) system.
Online learning is of particular benefit in transitioning to further study, especially university, where more and
more courses are being delivered online. A ViSN course may suit a student who has a timetable clash, there
are not viable numbers to run a class or a student who is frequently away from the College for sporting
competitions etc.
How does ViSN Work?
Students remain enrolled at their own school but register for a ViSN online course, taught by a teacher
(usually) in another WA Catholic school. ViSN courses are compliant with SCSA requirements and can be used
towards the calculation of WACE. A ViSN course is one of the 5 or 6 courses that are a part of a students’
total study program. Classmates may be from their own school and/or other Catholic schools around WA.
Students are timetabled by their own school for 5 periods a week for the online course. Students spend 4 of
the 5 lessons working independently or collaboratively online with other students. Students and the Teacher
come together for 1 period a week via Skype. VISN teachers are available daily to answer questions, provide
feedback, monitor progress and provide assistance.
Please go to https://leadinglights.cewa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/ViSN-Student-FAQs.pdf to see
a Student FAQ for further details.
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SIDE LEARNING
The School of Isolated and Distance Education delivers ATAR and General courses online and this are able to
be accessed by the school, as part of a fee for service option. The following is list of the subjects that were
offered by SIDE in 2020 and are expected to be delivered in 2021.
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SCSA ENDORSED PROGRAMS
An endorsed program is a significant learning program that has been developed for students in Year 11 and
12, either by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA), or by a private provider or school which
is subsequently endorsed by SCSA. Each endorsed program consists of a series of lessons, classes and/or
activities designed to lead to the achievement of set of learning outcomes. Endorsed programs can be
delivered as part of the school curriculum or as extra-curricular activities. SCSA determines the unit
equivalence of endorsed programs and all endorsed programs successfully completed and reported to the
SCSA will be listed on a student’s WA Statement of Student Achievement (WASSA). Under the WA Certificate
of Education (WACE) requirements, students are able to obtain unit equivalence through endorsed
programs and may have a maximum of four unit equivalents contribute towards the achievement of their
WACE.
SCSA endorsed programs include:
•
•

•
•

•

Workplace Learning - offered by Kearnan College, 1 to 4 unit equivalents.
ASDAN offers a wide range of curriculum award programs for students with an intellectual
disability. ASDAN Award Programs blend activity-based curriculum enrichment with a framework
for the development, assessment and accreditation of key skills and other personal and social
skills, with emphasis on rewarding achievement. 1 or 2 unit equivalents.
Leeuwin Ocean Adventure Foundation – Youth Explorer voyage, 1 unit equivalent.
Elite Sports Performance is a SCSA-developed endorsed program that enables a student engaged
in representative or competitive elite sports activities to be recognised for the significant learning
encompassed within such activities. The program requires that a student commit a minimum of
110 hours to the development of technical skills and knowledge of a specific sport through sports
development programs such as those provided by the WA Institute of Sport, sporting associations’
sports programs and state or national development squads. The program must involve one or a
series of sports performances or competitions at a state level or higher. 1 to 2 unit equivalents.
Recreational Pursuits is a SCSA-developed endorsed program that enables a student engaged in
a recreational activity to be recognised for the significant learning encompassed within such
activities. The recreational pursuit must involve a series of lessons, classes or activities for the
achievement of a common goal or set of learning outcomes. Typically, a student would be involved
in a club, organisation or association where opportunities are provided for the development of
technical and specialist skills and knowledge. 1 to 2 unit equivalents.

Further examples of Endorsed Programs:
• Cadets WA (Air force, Army, Navy, Police Rangers, emergency Services and Bush Rangers
• Surf Lifesaving WA Certificates and Awards
• Music and Speech and Drama Examinations (Australian Music Examinations board, Associated
Board of the Royal Schools of Music, Trinity College Londoon and St Cecilia’s
• Information Technology Programs (CISCO)
• Service Clubs (Leo’s Interact)
• Yachting Australia Small boat Sailing Programs
• Diver Certificates (open Water)
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
• Off-Campus Enrichment Programs
• Community Arts performance
• University programs (selected units from WA universities)
• Workplace Learning Programs
Further information on the range of SCSA endorsed programs is available from the Head of Secondary or
the SCSA website: https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/vet/endorsed-programs
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FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACTS and WEBSITES
UNIVERSITIES
Curtin University
Tel: 9266 9266
www.curtin.edu.au

Edith Cowan University
Tel: 13 43 28
www.ecu.edu.au

Murdoch University
Tel: 9360 6000
www.murdoch.edu.au

University of WA
Tel: 6488 6000
www.uwa.edu.au

University of Notre Dame Australia
Tel: 9433 0555
www.nd.edu.au

WA Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA)
Tel: 9370 6443
www.waapa.ecu.edu.au

TAFE
South Regional TAFE
Tel: 1800 621 445
email: enquiry@srtafe.wa.edu.au
http://www.southregionaltafe.wa.edu.au

WA TAFE Colleges
Tel: 6551 5000
email: tafeadmissions@dtwd.wa.gov.au
http://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au

INFORMATION CENTRES

School Curriculum and Standards Authority
www.scsa.wa.edu.au

TISC
www.tisc.edu.au

CAREER INFORMATION
Centrelink
www.humanservices.gov.au

Department of Training & workforce Development
www.dtwd.wa.gov.au

Australian Apprenticeships Pathways
http://www.aapathways.com.au
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